
     Scholar Critic                                                 ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         
        Vol-02, Issue-02, August 2015.                                                      ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

 
 

142 
 

Innovative Methods for Teaching English as a Second Language for Higher 

Secondary Students 

Mr. Santhosh. P and Dr. K. Meenakshi  

Department of English, SSL 

VIT University, Vellore 

Abstract: English is the official language of many countries including India. So there is 

always a need for people to use the language effectively. In order to acquire proficiency 

in English language one must take efforts to learn the four major skills in the same. But 

the second language learners still face some difficulties in acquiring them. Teaching 

English as a second language is generally felt as a difficult task for a teacher in India. 

Language learning should be more fun and enjoyable for the students especially when it 

is not their mother tongue. For the students to get involved in learning the language 

better, the teachers should come out with some effective teaching strategies. Usually 

students become more enthusiastic when it comes to learning the language through some 

class room activities such as music, computer, audio-video tapes and games. This paper 

discusses the challenges in learning English as a second language and brings out some 

innovative methods to make the learning process easy.  

Introduction 

Education is a light that shows the mankind the right direction to surge. The purpose of 

education is not mark oriented, it is knowledge oriented. Teaching English is always a 

challengeable task for a teacher. Language teachers have various problems in teaching the 

students who are from multilingual society. In today’s world of globalization, technology plays a 

dominant role and teaching is no exception. Teaching techniques like teaching with audio - video 

aids, group discussions, dialogue construction, word games, make the passive listeners involve 

themselves in learning the language. So it is essential for the language teacher to be both 

innovative and creative.  
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Problems in Learning ESL 

Before introducing the use of technology, it is necessary to identify the problems of ESL 

students. They are as follows  

 Teachers stick to traditional classroom lectures without giving the students an 

opportunity to respond. 

 The study materials are text based.  

 There is no exposure for the students to use the language. 

 There are no interactive sessions in the classroom.  

 Rote learning is given more importance. 

1. Using multimedia in teaching and learning process 

The paradigm of education as given by Confucius, a Chinese writer, philosopher and 

politician is 

“I hear and I forget;  
 I see and I believe;  
 I do and I understand”,  

- Confucius 

This stresses on the need of comprehending and using the language rather than just 

memorizing. Multimedia is a combination of various digital media types such as text, images, 

audio and video into an integrated multi-sensory interactive application or presentation to convey 

information to an audience. When a teacher uses multimedia, it enables him/her to represent the 

contents of the material in a more meaningful way, using different media elements. These media 

elements can be converted into digital form modified and customized for the final presentation. 

By incorporating digital media elements into the project the students can learn better. Since they 

use multiple sensory modalities, it makes them more motivated and they pay more attention to 

the information presented and more over they retain the information better.  

2. Teaching through games 
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 The purpose of introducing games in learning is to use the language appropriately. Games 

offer students a fun filled and relaxing learning atmosphere which encourages the group activity 

by kindling the interest in them. The following session discusses some of the examples. 

Some of the games are mentioned below: 

i. Word game 

ii. Sentence game 

a) Word game   

The class may be divided into groups, with each group consisting of 5 to 6 students. One 

student from the first group writes a word with minimum of five letters and it is passed to the 

second group. The next student should write a word with the last letter of the previous word 

within 5 to 6 seconds and this continues for the remaining group. This would enable them to 

develop their vocabulary, and also it creates a healthy environment for learning the language.  

b) Sentence structure 

The teacher should divide the class into groups. He /she should give a sentence where 

words are jumbled. A student from each group should arrange the words properly and get the 

correct formation. This would enable them to learn the sentence pattern. 

3. Teaching through skit/ role play 

The students get much involved in activities more than listening to the words of teacher. 

Enacting a skit / play develops curiosity among the students while teaching novels, short stories 

and drama. The teacher should divide the students in two or three groups and teach them how to 

perform a skit. When the groups perform the skit, the others watch the performance. This 

methodology will involve the students in learning and the work of teacher is easier than reading 

the entire play. Role plays can also make the students more active in class room. Davis P (1990) 

has expressed a parallel opinion on the use of drama in English language teaching. 
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4. Teaching through movies 

The purpose behind teaching English language through movies is to ensure that students 

learn pronunciation, vocabulary, sentence structure, modulation and delivery of words in an 

effective way. It is significant to pick the right kind of movies. The choice depends on the age 

group of students. Animated movies would be effective for children while teenagers would 

probably enjoy seeing contemporary action or love stories while adult would enjoy wider range. 

For students of higher secondary class, a movie with interesting content and native touch would 

be beneficial as it may have texts worthwhile for proficiency in English language. 

5. Video tapes 

Scenes from popular English films can be screened first without any running script. The  

scene will be repeated with the scripts on the scene. This kind of telecasting videotape with and 

without script makes the students get access to the pronunciation and vocabulary usage of 

English with interest.  

Conclusion 

From the above discussion it is clear that the teaching has to do learner – centered and 

responsive to learners’ needs and interests. The above methods also clearly indicate that games, 

videos and practice always make the students adopt themselves actively to the learning 

environment. Hence, the use of innovative methods in teaching will surely create a healthy 

atmosphere for students who learn English as a second language.  
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